8/14/77 


Jerry r olicoff 
501 2 87 St., 2a 
S ew York, fi.Y. 10028 

Dear Jerry, 


If it is always tic® for the casting of motes I remind you of your experiences at 
tee tiiae of and following the techt scat after reading your 2/18/77 Sew piece. 

3prague^>liks enroryono else, is entitled to fairness, so I hare no complaint about 
his SR’SJ'tJSr'Io defend Mcaself or about the quoting of others who have this purpose. But 
are readers also not entitled to fairness? J.o not -the Congress, the subject? 


Sprague's public troubles began earlier, to your knowledge, with *%rk liana’s boasting 
teat 3«ragu® owed his job to las®. His private troubles also began earlier, to your know- 
ledge, with unethical, improper and I believe authoritarian conduct, a strong effort not 
yot ended to violate Kay’s rights, ‘’ina and I seyaratsly protested this. Also prior to what 
you say" causes tits present flap is the*, gross and stupid error of charging the %apfcia 
authorities with destroying all their *ing records, again ^arfc and again not unknown on 
the Hill and elsewhere, including the pr«ss. 


* think is in unfair to unit the uaeonseioaabls; leaking and the fast that it is 
all plagiarized and represented as the o-sendt tec's owe origianl work or bullshit* You 
have ptraonal know'fce-dga of tbs aourcos of all that :1s act fabrication, Shis kind of thing 
also gets around and is nors than cause for a lack of confidence in 'both Sprague and the 
coaaitteo. Gonzalez personally has dsns mare than enough sines be was mads chairman to 
force a lack of confidence. Sprague stood by ths lias about B'ssoteis. Both have cultivated 
the press the wrong way and have misused the press, from Gonzales recently on the front 
page of the York Post and on America* 3 Black For®, 2/J and 2/l3, rscpwftiwly. 1 an 
sure this will be such worse whan Laos’s book is out. 


33ifere are defenses of Sprague gad you omit them, B® is not reapensihlo for the si*© 
of t'm planned staff. Hick Fosses? discussed that with m in September, before Sprague 
got the job. However, he also p a eked the staff at tho end of tho session in an overt 
and clearly understood attempt to blackjack ths Congress. you omit, too, 

Iwr story was written well after ths cosed, i tee s and Sprague’ u personal prejudgement 
in both vases was public in isany ways, iBcla aiag its report. ‘.Chare is no defending this. 

A et you do not mention it aad at tea aasc time criticize the i’is»s for its omsaions. Is 
it wrong for tit* ‘‘tees rind right for you? 

lour partisanship shows. In tins you will change because in± time the blinders will 
fall off. Understandable you long for a real investigation as moat Amwrieaas do. Mine 
was the first book to ask it of the Oongreas. But whoa you are a journalist, especially 
one who has assumed tho role of critic of the press, your longing should not interfere 
with your judgement or your writing. Knars also is no way you can will this gang into 
responsibility , be g i n n in g with Sprague. So way their dishonesties can be made honest, 
their incompetences converted into anything else. With Sprague, who is insufferably 
arrogant ana self— important, the off cases are the greater because he is without question 
exceedingly able and also without question was warned in advance and in detail. Jis will 
confirm the latter to you, I think even Jud will, fhe warning extenaed to what has happened 
witei the press and with the v cngress and included, what was essential to avoid justifying it. 
Unlike you I regard the criticisms 1 have sees as justified, a proper function of the press, 
even the press that is against cleaning these messes up to ths degree now possible* You 
know -well enough that those I now defend have never been kind to as. So I an again trying 
what you would not hoed before, cautioning you about your own record and reputation sad 
proxessional integrity. Xf Anson gats back to me, as lie said ha would, you any see more 
of this. However, you have gotten into bed with the "ob Sutlers, who actually accuse 
Georgs Gardner of assassinating David ferric, sad the AIB, which is soliciting nosey on the 
promise of reaching tho staff, which means Sprague. Be careful! Sincerely, 



P.S. i hear ^xftoa has found Raoul and has a deal with New fines on it. 

I do hope it is true. 

It could be enormously important. 

fy concern rath tnis has xo do with the Lxfton 1 have known and some of his other 
major discoveries. Nike all those tunnels Brown & Boot (read L3J) dug through 
Dealey Plaza without being seen, the tunnels not found after 13 years. And those 
papier-mache trees also in and removed from the plaza invisibly. The assassination 
was from these trees. 

Then there is the time he had proof positive that for the week before the 
assassination LBJ and Rusk nad been holding secret conspiratorial meetings all 
around Texas preparing j.or it. Well, sr , that is. not really Rusk, lid he say Rusk? 
No, he really meant Allen Dulles. 

Dave is very bright, as he is also very crazy. He can be keenly analytical. 

If he really has it this time it would be so helpful: 

But I've been waiting 13 years for him to stop swinging from those trees, long 
enough to encourage the greatest care with anything he says. 


H 


JL- I decided to add this p.s. to the letter to Jerry 



